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USAID YouthPower2 Symposium (November 9-10, 2021) 

 

SESSION NOTES 

Tuesday, November 9, 2021 – DAY ONE 

10:15 – 10:45 AM 

Plenary Session 

 

Session Participants 

Moderator:  

Gaëlle Ramamonjisoa, Atlas Corps Fellow & YouthLead Fellow, YouthLead/ 

Making Cents International 

 

Panelists: 

Philbert Aganyo, YouthLead Ambassador Peer Advisor, Kenya 

Nandini Tanya Lallmon, YP2LE YAG Member & United Nations Religion Fellow, 

OutRight Action International 

Chiranthi Senyanake, Founder and President, Hype Sri Lanka 

 

Session Overview 

This youth-led roundtable discussion brings together three different perspectives 

from YouthLead’s youth leadership programs to reflect on how we can help 

young people build their skills in a world of rapid social and environmental 

changes. The panelists offer reflections on their own experiences with YouthLead 

and as young leaders working for change in their communities, highlighting the 

kinds of skills and opportunities that have been important to their journeys. The 

panelists will share 2 – 3 specific recommendations on where investments in 

young people’s skill-building (and related skill-building opportunities) could be 

most impactful. 

 

Proposed Learning 

Attendees will hear examples of how leadership programs like YouthLead and others 

can impact young people’s professional and personal pathways. They will also learn 

about specific skills from youth leadership programs that can be transformative or 

impactful and areas where young people think more investment, or attention, is needed 

for youth skill-building. 

 

Session Notes 

Main Topic Focus: The impact of Youth Lead programs with specific 

examples of youth lead programs and how to participate and join Youth 

Lead.

 
 

 

Skill-Building 

with Young 

Leaders:  

Reflections from 

YouthLead and 

Beyond 
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“Nothing about us without us”  

Youth should be active leaders of their development, not recipients of development. Leverage the power of traditional and 

social media to amplify the voices of youth people to ensure inclusion and meaningful participation in positive youth 

development. Youth are actors in development rather than recipients—increasing the sustainability of the youth development 

systems. Encourage involvement in both the high level/policy formulation and hands-on at the community/project level. 

Share success stories widely. 

 

Philbert Aganyo, Kenya: 

YouthLead is the personification of “think globally, act locally.” With the exposure provided by Youth Lead and the ability to 

interact with high-level individuals in the field, Philbert has pursued personal growth and development opportunities, including 

getting a contract as a consultant for a US-based company. He summarized YouthLead as the embodiment of the adage to 

think globally but act locally. 

 

Exposure and access to knowledgeable individuals in the aid and development space. Learned collaboration skills and 

unlearned negative narratives. There is an opportunity to weave between leadership and follower roles. There must be honed 

time management skills - navigating between time zones in working with peer advisors. 

 

Tanya Lallmon, Mauritius: 

Tanya advocated for the inclusion of youth voices in planning and decision-making. She is a social justice activist who 

advocates for protecting LGBTQ+ youth from religion-based violence. 

 

How does Youth Lead support marginalized youth? 

The pandemic has exacerbated historical inequalities. Tanya is working to empower marginalized groups and protect their 

privacy and security. Tokenism can be combated by improving the quality of youth participation in decision-making. 

Recommendations from young people should be taken seriously and reflected in final decisions. 

 

Tanya focused on freedom of information, improving data privacy and security for marginalized digital and traditional media 

communities. Youth inclusion in the development is increasing, but there is still tokenism as manifested by the exclusion of 

the youth recommendations from reports and action plans. 

 

Chiranthi Senanayake, Sri Lanka: 

How has positive youth development affected your story? 

Chiranthi helped explain Positive youth development (PYD) for those who are less familiar with it.  PYD is a development 

approach that involves youth as actors in their development.  

There are four aspects to PYD: access to assets, the opportunity for agency, the opportunity for contribution, and providing 

enabling environments. Transform youth development from a state-led initiative to a youth-led one. 

 

Positive Youth Development is a multifaceted approach to development. It aims to provide access to assets, opportunity for 

participation/contribution, and sustainable partnerships. 

 

Worked to bring about systemic changes with dual goals of: 

- minimizing overdependence on top-down systems in development,  

- transforming youth development from state-led to youth-led model. 

 

Takeaways for USAID: 

Inclusive development means giving young people access to planning and decision-making. Include youth recommendations in 

reporting and action plans. Focus investments on supporting youth coalition building, capacity building, knowledge sharing. 

 

 

Takeaways for Donors, Partners, and Implementers:  

Improving the quality of youth participation enhances the quality of development outcomes. Translate youth 

recommendations into implementation projects and amplify voices of marginalized groups. Youth enjoy sharing knowledge 

and collaborating with each other. 
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Takeaways for Youth: 

Your participation is important and wanted. You should expect to be taken seriously and look for opportunities to work with 

organizations and individuals who want to involve you in meaningful ways. Stay engaged and follow through to reporting and 

subsequent planning phases. 

 

 

Session Quotes: 

“International organizations have been positively paving the way for youth inclusion in organizations.” 

- Nandini Tanya Lallmon, YP2LE YAG Member & United Nations Religion Fellow, OutRight Action International 

 

 “Representation is important, but it’s also important for that representation to be translated into action.” 

- Nandini Tanya Lallmon, YP2LE YAG Member & United Nations Religion Fellow, OutRight Action International 

 

“Sustainable youth development cannot be achieved through unsustainable development.” 

- Chiranthi Senyanake, Founder and President, Hype Sri Lanka 

 

“It is never too late to do that is which is right.”  
- Nelson Mandela mentioned by Philbert Aganyo, YouthLead Ambassador Peer Advisor, Kenya 

 

 

Resources 
 

YouthLead: https://www.youthlead.org 
infoyl@youthpower.org  
 

 

https://st1.zoom.us/web_client/5g6glw/html/externalLinkPage.html?ref=https://www.youthlead.org
mailto:infoyl@youthpower.org

