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Executive Summary
The Lancet MSM and HIV series show us that HIV epidemics among MSM are fundamentally different
from other groups at risk. These differences help explain why HIV epidemics among MSM expanding in
low, middle, and high income countries, including the U.S., and why current HIV prevention and
treatment programs for MSM are not working as well as they should. Biological, network, and
social/structural factors combine for MSM and lead to more rapid and efficient HIV spread in MSM
communities—individual risk behaviors for HIV infection contribute only modestly to these dynamics.
New and more effective HIV prevention programs for MSM must reduce infectiousness through
markedly expanding testing and treatment of positive men, and reduce risk of acquisition among
negative men, through the use of PrEP, the development of a rectal microbicide, and increased access
to and coverage for condoms and condom-compatible lubricant. Current prevention tools could reduce
new HIV infections in MSM substantially, but more and better tools will be needed to achieve an AIDS
free generation for young MSM. Stigma, discrimination, and social and health care level homophobia
continue to limit access and uptake to essential services from testing to treatment, and from condoms to
PrEP. Policy reform and structural changes will be key to expanding coverage and reaching men with
culturally competent care. These realities are most clearly demonstrated among minority MSM in the
U.S., where black MSM have much higher rates of HIV infection then other MSM, despite having lower
individual risks for HIV. But black MSM also have lower rates of testing, health care access, health
insurance, and successful HIV treatment—impacts seen at each step of the treatment cascade. Urgent
reform is needed, in approaches, programs and policies, if we are to make real gains against HIV
among MSM. Future efforts must be more biologically based, focus on delivery of effective interventions,
address each gap in the testing to treatment cascade, and ensure safe and affirming spaces for
prevention, treatment, and care.

Global epidemiology of HIV infection in men who have sex with men
Chris Beyrer et al.

 In 2012, HIV epidemics in MSM are expanding in countries of all incomes. Available
incidence data from Thai, Chinese and Kenyan samples of MSM suggest those epidemics
are in rapid expansion phases.

 HIV infection rates among MSM are substantially higher than those of general population
adult males in every epidemic assessed. A comprehensive review of the burden of HIV
disease in MSM worldwide found that pooled HIV prevalence ranged from a low of 3% in the
Middle East and North Africa to a high of 25.4% of MSM in the Caribbean.

 Biological and behavioral factors make the dynamics of the MSM epidemic different than for
general populations.
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o The disproportionate HIV disease burden in MSM is explained largely by the high per-
act and per-partner transmission probability of HIV transmission in receptive anal sex.
Modeling suggests that If the transmission probably of receptive anal sex was similar
to that associated with unprotected vaginal sex, five year cumulative HIV incidence in
MSM would be reduced by 80-90%.

o Many MSM practice both insertive and receptive roles in sexual intercourse, which
helps HIV spread in this population. Were MSM limited to one role, HIV incidence in
this population over five years would be reduced 19-55% in high-prevalence
epidemics.

o Taking both factors (per act transmission probability and role versatility) into
account explains 98% of the difference between HIV epidemics among MSM
and heterosexual populations—behavioral differences account for 2% of the
difference.

Comprehensive clinical care for men who have sex with men: an integrated approach
Ken Mayer et al.

 Studies of the life experiences of MSM and other sexual and gender minorities suggest that
psychological distress and risk-taking behavior may result in part from early childhood
experiences such as physical and emotional abuse by family, peers, and/or key community
leaders (e.g. clergy).

 Several studies from around the world have shown that MSM are more likely to report substance
use, depression, violent victimization, and childhood sexual abuse than their heterosexual peers.
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The frequent co-occurrence of these conditions is associated with increased rates of unprotected
sex and enhanced vulnerability to HIV and other STDs.

 Despite these developmental challenges, most MSM lead healthy and productive lives.
Research is needed to better understand how many MSM in different cultures are resilient
in the face of multiple stressors, in order to develop programs that can promote adaptive
responses in sexual and gender minority youth.

 Health care providers have a key role to play in improving the health of their MSM patients
through the provision of appropriate screening and counseling. They should ask sexual and
gender minority adolescents about their mood and behavior, screening for depression and
substance abuse, and should make appropriate referrals for counseling and other support.

 Providers need to assess sexual histories regularly in order to determine when MSM clients
should be screened for sexually transmitted infections. Programs to train health care
professionals to provide culturally competent care to adolescent and adult MSM are
urgently needed.

Successes and challenges of prevention of HIV prevention in men who have sex with men
Patrick Sullivan et al.

 HIV prevention approaches to date have been insufficient to curb the HIV epidemics in MSM.
Because of the high biological risks of HIV transmission associated with anal intercourse,
the bar for HIV prevention may be higher for MSM. To date, no single HIV prevention
approach is sufficient to control the expansion of HIV epidemics among MSM.

 In most parts of the world, restricted resources and legal barriers complicate delivery of HIV
prevention to MSM. Policy changes to align resources with the magnitude of HIV epidemics
among MSM, and to allow MSM to safely access medical care and prevention services, are
urgently needed to create an enabling environment for prevention, and an adequately
resourced prevention response.

 Several behavioral interventions are somewhat efficacious in reduction of risk behavior among
MSM, but do not effectively decrease the incidence of new HIV infections. Behavioral
interventions alone are necessary, but insufficient, to address HIV in MSM.

 Coordinated behavioral, biomedical and structural interventions that incorporate efficacious
strategies could substantially reduce the incidence of HIV in MSM if delivered at scale.
Modeling suggests that, with sufficient coverage, appropriate “packages” of already-
available interventions are sufficient to avert at least a quarter of new HIV infections in
MSM in diverse countries in the next decade.

 Despite the potential of current prevention tools, we must continue to develop new prevention
modalities. For example, we need continued research into a rectal microbicide, into the
optimization of oral PrEP, into an HIV vaccine, and into the efficacy of treatment as
prevention for HIV positive MSM.
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 Making an impact in HIV epidemics among MSM will require achieving adequate coverage of
packages of prevention interventions. According to our data, it may be necessary to reach
more than half of at-risk MSM to have substantial impact. To achieve such coverage,
policy reforms, including decriminalization of male-male sex, are needed to create
enabling environments in which men can safely access care and prevention services.

From personal survival to public health: community leadership by men who have sex with men
in the response to HIV
Gift Trapence et al.

 HIV has disproportionately affected gay men and other MSM since the beginning of the
pandemic, and in response they have made major contributions to the fight against AIDS through
advocacy, education, research, and design and delivery of prevention, treatment, and care
programs.

 The recognition by gay men and other MSM that protecting personal health requires community-
level action has been catalytic in the response to AIDS worldwide, and will continue to be
essential.
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 To take maximum advantage of new HIV technologies and growing recognition of the
MSM epidemic, communities will require increased resources, support to develop
capacity, and expanded opportunities to serve and lead.

Men who have sex with men: stigma and discrimination
Dennis Altman et al.

 Homophobia is the product of deeply ingrained views on gender roles, religion and national
identity, and must be addressed at a systemic and structural level.

 Legal equality is important, but not sufficient; it needs to be supported by real efforts to build
acceptance of human diversity.

 Arguments for recognition of sexual and gender diversity are important, but need to avoid
language that can be portrayed as imposition of Western models of individualism on other
countries. Sometimes public statements and aid conditionality can be counter-productive.

 Exciting new possibilities for prevention are likely to be unavailable to many MSM, who in
many parts of the world are stigmatized, persecuted and ignored.

Comparisons of disparities and risks of HIV infection in black and other men who have sex with
men in Canada, UK, and USA: a meta-analysis
Gregorio Millett et al.

 A meta-analysis of 600,000 MSM to assess factors associated with disparities in HIV infection in
black MSM in Canada, the UK, and the USA found that in every country, black MSM were no
more likely than other MSM to engage in sero-discordant unprotected sex. Black MSM in
Canada and the USA were less likely than other MSM to have a history of substance use.

 Despite being less risky, Black MSM in the UK and the USA were more likely to be HIV
positive than were other MSM. This paradox is partly explained by the finding that HIV-positive
black MSM in each country were less likely to start HIV treatment than men of other races and
ethnicities. U.S. HIV-positive black MSM were also less likely to have health insurance,
have a high CD4 count, adhere to anti-retroviral treatment, or be virally suppressed than
were other US HIV-positive MSM. These low rates of successful treatment for black MSM
are driving new HIV infections in black MSM networks and communities.

 The meta-analysis found that young black MSM in the U.S. were five times more likely to be HIV
positive compared with other MSM despite engaging in similar risk behaviors. The data showed
that high rates of HIV infection among U.S. young black MSM is due to an earlier sexual
debut, a history of childhood sexual abuse, older age sex partners, and a low income.

 These results provide evidence that the greatest HIV-related disparities in US black MSM
relative to other MSM are disparities in HIV clinical care access and use, structural issues
(including low income, unemployment, incarceration, low education), and sex partner
characteristics, and the smallest disparities were in sexual and substance-use risk
behaviors.
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 Interventions that support early initiation of antiretroviral therapy, adherence, and clinical visits for
HIV positive black MSM might have a greater effect in the reduction of HIV infection rates than
do those that focus on individual sexual or drug use risks.

 Physicians have a role in addressing racial disparities in HIV infection by providing regular HIV
testing to and ART access for black MSM. Providers must diagnose and suppress the viral
load of as many older MSM as possible to stem increasing rates of new infections in
young black MSM. Repeat STI testing and treatment of STIs in black MSM should be a priority
for providers in the USA and the UK.

Common roots: a contextual review of HIV epidemics in black men who have sex with men
across the African diaspora
Gregorio Millett et al.

 Black MSM are at greater risk for HIV infection than are general populations across much of the
African diaspora. Black MSM worldwide are 15 times more likely to be HIV positive
compared with the general populations and 8.5 times more likely compared with black
populations.

 Policies that criminalize homosexuality, notably in the Caribbean, are associated with
increased prevalence of HIV infection in black MSM.

 Policy priorities include:

o Ensuring resources are allocated to addressing HIV among black are proportionate to
their role in HIV epidemics.

o Removing policies worldwide that exacerbate HIV transmission, stigma, or discrimination
in black MSM.

o Training law enforcement officials to recognize, interrupt, report, and prosecute attacks
against MSM in Caribbean and African countries.

o Encouraging European, Central American, and South American countries to stratify HIV
surveillance data in MSM by race and hold global and regional meetings to share
promising research and programs.

o Providing basic access to condoms and water-based lubrication and increase the
number of health-care providers and health centers that can provide culturally competent
care for black MSM.

o Designing research studies that emphasize protective factors against HIV infection and
interventions that mitigate or neutralize structural (e.g., anti-gay violence, low income,
discrimination) factors associated with HIV transmission risk.
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A call to action for comprehensive HIV services for men who have sex with men
Chris Beyrer et al.

 As of 2011 only 87 countries have reported prevalence of HIV in MSM. Data are most sparse for
the Middle East and Africa, regions where criminal sanctions against same-sex behavior can
make epidemiological assessments challenging. All countries should include MSM in
epidemiologic tracking of HIV.

 Research is central to forging a better response to HIV among gay men. This paper lays out a
detailed research agenda. (See Appendix 1 for the research agenda.) Research questions
include:

o In Epidemiology: how prevalent is HIV in MSM?
o In Economics: the cost effectiveness of programming.
o In Basic sciences: what formulations of rectal microbicides have most anti-viral activity?
o In Promoting optimal care: how can we best engage MSM into care?
o In Combination approaches: what combinations will have greatest effect on HIV

incidence in MSM?
o In Testing promising approaches: how can new technologies like mobile phone

reminders support HIV prevention?
o In Structural approaches: how does stigma and homophobia promote HIV risks – and

what can we do about it?

 Human rights abuses are important social determinants of vulnerability to HIV. Rights
protections can enhance uptake, use, and impact of HIV interventions. The best biomedical
and behavior change interventions cannot succeed without spaces in which men can
safely seek care and services, communicate openly about their sexual lives, and be
supported to adopt available preventive options.

 We need to scale a comprehensive package of HIV and health services for MSM, including: HIV
testing, HIV treatment, condoms and lubricant, mental health and substance abuse services.
MSM should be treated as whole people, not just vectors of disease. Comprehensive care for
MSM requires:

1. Well-trained clinicians who understand the conditions that are more common in MSM.
2. Provider awareness that MSM are whole people with a range of non-HIV/STD health

care needs.
3. Understanding that provider engagement can enable youth and older MSM to develop

healthier lifestyles when they come out .

 We did a costing exercise to estimate the affordability of an effective response, measured as the
approximate annual global price tag for a set of interventions likely to reduce cumulative HIV
incidence in MSM worldwide by 25% over 10 years.

 The high transmission efficiency for HIV in MSM suggests that prevention approaches that can
reduce probabilities of per-act transmission will probably be needed to produce substantial
reductions in new infections. These interventions include antiretroviral based approaches such
as HIV treatment and pre-exposure prophylaxis.
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 We estimated that a 25% reduction in HIV incidence in MSM worldwide would correspond to
0.5-1.0 million HIV infections averted in MSM in the next 10 years. To deliver oral pre-exposure
prophylaxis on a global scale capable of achieving this reduction, the estimated global price tag
in the coming year would be $26 billion. Future costs are dependent on universal drug prices
and thus might be substantially lower as those prices fall.

 One major conclusion of the exercise is that greater prevention investments in lower
income settings can have a substantial impact, given that unmet need is highest and
resources are currently most limited in these areas. The analysis also points to the
imperative to lower drug prices in richer countries to enable wider use of strategies like
pre-exposure prophylaxis.

 Distribution of condoms and lubricant is an immediately affordable strategy. A global
investment of US $134 million in the coming year could provide enough condoms and
lubricant to set a course toward averting 25% of global HIV infections in the next 10
years.i

 We lay out a strategy to greatly improve the response to HIV among MSM globally. For this
strategy we looked at inputs like epidemiology, social settings, and clinical factors. Then we
suggest a four part approach:

1. Overcome barriers to prevention, treatment and care through decriminalization, and
targeted programs to reduce homophobia

2. Expand access to evidence based services, bringing to scale prevention and treatment
programs with evidence of efficacy

3. Develop and implement a coordinated donor and recipient plan to expand services
strategically to maximize the impact of funding.

4. Set targets, measure progress and hold stakeholders accountable for progress.

 See Appendix 2 for specific recommended action steps for governments, ministries of health,
donors, providers, researchers, and community members.
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i This cost estimate includes both the cost of the condoms and compatible lubricant, and a conservative estimate of
costs for condom distribution. The cost estimate assumes that the program would build on existing distribution
channels for condoms and lubricants, including existing distribution programs through community-based
organizations.
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Appendix 1
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