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Additional Questions & Answers and Resources 
 
 

1. Question (Adrian Kearns): How do you advocate for government to create platforms to 
engage with the youths? 
Smita: In my experience working with advocates in various settings, the best way to 
advocate for young people is to include young people in your advocacy campaigns. That 
mean , building on young people’s existing capacity to communicate effectively about 
the issues they care about and their ideas, making sure they have access to the 
resources and research to inform their ideas, and supporting young champions to enter 
policy and advocacy spaces. The PACE project’s Policy Communication Toolkit and 
Trainings do just this. Using our trainings and other tools, young people have 
successfully entered policy spaces to communicate with key decisionmakers about the 
issues that affect them and evidence-based solutions.  
 

2. Adrian Kearns: In South Africa youth participation in government is not really effective. 
What project assist youth to lobby for policy change in government?  
Smita: I highly recommend using PRB’s Policy Communication Toolkit, made available 
through the PACE project. PRB conducts these trainings, but they’re also available for 
you to use yourself if you feel comfortable doing so.  
 

3. Christen Pentek: wondering about what strategies you use for building rapport with 
funders (government or foundation) that may be resistant to the idea that young people 
are capable of doing this work? 
Smita: I think it’s helpful to point to examples of successful youth-led advocacy, in the 
country where you’re working or in other countries. Use evidence that backs the value of 
youth-led advocacy, it does exist!  
 

4. Ngimbi Charles Kuvuna:  Kuvuna Foundation, a  Congolese youth program in 
Leadership and Entrepreneurship www.kuvuna.org. what technical assistance can be 
available?  
Smita:PRB and The PACE project have many PHE resources and related information 
online on our website: www.prb.org. Our policy communication toolkit can be used to 
build on the skills and information that young people have to make them more effective 
communicators. Some examples of PACE technical assistance in policy advocacy and 
communication include helping organizations develop or fine-tune their publications and 
offering trainings.  

 
Additional resources as mentioned during the presentation: 

https://thepaceproject.org/our-results/building-champions/policy-communication-toolkit/
https://thepaceproject.org/our-results/building-champions/policy-communication-toolkit/
https://thepaceproject.org/our-results/building-champions/policy-communication-toolkit/
http://www.prb.org/


1. Smita’s presentation was based on a PACE Project policy brief titled “Population, Health, 
and Environment Approaches Enhance Youth Leadership and Development” and it’s 
accompanied by an interactive web feature: 
http://thepaceproject.org/phe-youth/index.html  

2. To learn more about PRB’s work on people, health, and the planet, check out our work 
online: https://www.prb.org/people-health-planet/  

3. To join or follow the Global Population, Environment, and Development (PED) 
Community of Practice, you can sign up for the monthly Global PED Newsletter 
eepurl.com/cQKa5f and follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/AfricaPHE.  

Pathfinder Resource:  
“Scaling-Up the Population, Health, and Environment Approach in the Lake Victoria Basin: A 
Review of the Results from Phases I and II of HoPE-LVB”: 
https://www.pathfinder.org/publications/scaling-up-phe-approach-in-the-lvb-a-review-of-the-resul
ts-from-phases-i-and-ii-of-hope/ 
 
To understand what we know about PYD programming in LMICs, read the Systematic Review of 
PYD Programming in LMICs and check out a series of related resources 
To learn more about Measuring PYD, check out the PYD Measurement Toolkit 
To dive deeper into youth engagement measurement, check out an online youth engagement 
measurement guide and a related brief 
A PYD Learning Agenda is an opportunity for each of us to contribute to and learn from as we 
collectively share our evidence and learnings in the youth development space. 
 
Follow YouthPower Learning on social media! 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/YouthPowerLearning/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/yplearning 
 
Join our Communities of Practice to learn more and share your knowledge. 
 
Subscribe to the YouthPower newsletter for more updates. 
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