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Welcome and Introductions

Albina Tortbayeva, Janet Kwakye, YouthLead

Youth Advisor, HEET CoP Ambassador
Speaker Moderator
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COVID-19 Pandemic May Result in a Long-term Human
Development Cirisis in Central Asia (World Bank, 2020)
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Global monitoring of school closures caused by COVID-19 *

> 16 min. learners
affected in Central
Asia

= 1, 6 billion 94% of the > 190 country-

affected learners World’sstudent .40 c|osures
population

| | ® localized @ Country-wide , USAID YOUTHPIWER2
Source: https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse WOVES  FROM THE AMERICAN PEORLE ' o




Nearly a third of Central Asia region's entire
population is under fifteen years old

Key educational challenges (pre-COVID):

* Input and resource-oriented approach, heavily centralized system
* Low learning quality (PISA) — 1,5 years behind EU peers, low
functional literacy

Learning poverty (KG students from poor families are 2,5 years

behind their peers)

Educational inequality (rural and urban difference - 2 years of
study in KZ)

Low funding - KZ spending at all level of education is 3.4% of its

GDP vs OECD average (5.4%)

Infrastructure issues; ICT tools and digital skills
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Impact of COVID-19 to education sector Central Asian countries

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan have moved to distance learning by
using different digital learnings solutions (online learning, televised learning, etc.)

Postal delivery AE@ Distance learning in
students Kazakhstan was facilitated
by 4 forms of major mass
communication

Households in ICIEYNGE 800, 000 students

Kyrgyzstan with:

800, 000 students

2,400,000 students Internet

@ pc @ Mobile phone B TV Laptop-type device

Source: UN Socioeconomic Response Framework in Kyrgyz Republic
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Key challenges in introducing distance learning programmes

in the region of Central Asia

O Sharp decline in education quality

o Skills gaps to use ICT
O Inequalities in access to distance learning

Shortage of quality online learning content

Some findings from the UN Socio-
Economic Impact Assessments:

O Emotional unrest and anxieties of students and a considerable

burden on home caregivers, particularly women I Kyrayzstar more Access to education has
than half (60%) of BE=n aovarsEl
» y affected, despite robust
young people and efforts by the
The Wor.ld Bank estimates that in Central Asia due to the ::0:;:::::: ek S OvEITIEnt taatiin
pandemic: exp ' - place virtual learning

level of anxiety.

e The average learning levels will fall options.

e The share of children in early secondary education below

the minimum proficiency level will rise
Source: http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/798061592482682799/covid-and-education-Junel7-r6.pdf (P16)
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Figure 1.1CT-related education needs as a result of COVID-19 in rural and remote areas of Central Asia

Teachers qualified and
Access to Internet and devices trained to conduct distance
and online learning

Digital teaching and Digital skills for teachers
learning content, resources and the local community,
and materials including youth and adults

Source: Summary of challenges from country presentations at vCASIE 2020

UNESCO, 2021: Promoting technology-enabled education and skills
development in rural and remote areas of Central Asia: issue note /e
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copnect

Youth-led projects in education www.connect-ed.kz

aimed at solving the pressing
challenges in education sector in OURACCOMPLISHMENTS ~ OURTEAM  DONATE v COURSES Q&A = v
Kazakhstan

We strive to provide quality education
for every child through digital empowerment

Connect-ED Conducted own Kazakhstani Initiative of Activists in Education
. ) ¥ ) which aims to achieve Digital Equality in Kazakhstan

research on digital inequality in

Kazakhstan. They have found that

more than 700K students need

laptops and devices.

Iwantto help »

60% of families struggle to pay
internet costs and 48% can not buy
equipment to connect to distance
learning. 33% of children do not
have basic digital skills.

IN SEARCH OF
INCREDIBLE

Team helps children from
low-income families, rural regions,
with special needs.
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Our results

211

pieces of equipment was distributed

9.2 MLN KZT +

amount of funds that we were able to
collect since the launch ﬂhe pr@t

L]

700+

children who now have access to

technology q

10

an average age of a child that received

equipment from us
o0
‘B

31%

children who received our help live in

rural areas

60+ units

equipment that are collected from
individuals and legal entities ]
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Beyond Curriculum Project — team of young school students
strives to make education accessible and available for all

6 Q

beyond
curriculum

® Q

Olympiads info 4

On preparation, organization and philosophy for teachers,
school administration and parents

Launched: August 2021

Blog ¢

We write sci-pop articles and tell fascinating and inspiring
stories of students who went beyond curriculum

Launched: July 2019

Robotics ¢

We publish video lessons on arduino, computer vision,
olympiad preparation, and hold webinars with American
professors

Launched: March 2021

beyond
curriculum

.O

School g

Free courses on topics ranging from organic chemistry
and nuclear physics to computer science, arduino, and
neural networks

Launched: April 2020

Scoreboard 2

We collect results of various past olympiads and curate
Hall of Fame for Kazakhstani olympians

Launched: November 2020

Wiki o

We create a wiki for ambitious students: how to prepare
for olympiads? how to start debating? how to get into
college?

Launched: May 2020
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3142 @ *4an

Volunteers, social e
m ed i a i n ﬂ u e n C e I’S I e d r TpebyloTcs NPOAYKTbI NUTaHUA i
and Su ppo rted Hasupa LbIMKeHT

MeHsn 30ByT Hasupa. Y MeHs centyac gsoe

o peten. fl ABNAIOCb ONEKYHOM CBOEro BHyKa.
ro ects S u c h as f1 cama uHBanug BTopow rpynnbl. OYeHb
Hy)XAaemcs B nomoLuu. lpoluy Bac NnoMoub
HaM NpoAyKTaMu NUTaHus.

komek2020.kz, N
helpcenter.life

Karteropwms: BasoBble ﬂOTpeGHOCTM

Tun:  Yxe nomornu

MHe HyXHa 1 Mory nomMoub 06w uii cnNMcoK Y6paTb MOU AaHHble
nomMoulb —— [+ Ta6l1MI.l,bl
1. HaXmuTe Ha KHOMKY B sToOM TabnuUe ecTb
1. HaXXMuTe Ha KHOMKY X0y NOMOYb OSWWMiA CMCOK Tex, KoMy Ecnu Bam y>xe noMornm unu y
Hy»xHa nomoLLp HAETIOMOtI WL (S0 Bac 3akoH4Mnuch nekapcTsa/
2. 3anonHuTe aHKeTy MOXET NOMOUb. annapatbl ¥ Tak aanee,
2. 3anonHUTe aHKeTy MaKcuManbHo passepHyTo KOTOPbIMY Bbl MOTNU
Moppo6Ho pacnuwmTe B YKaXUTE HEM Bbl MOXETE NMOAENUTBLCS, TO 3anonNHUTe
4eM Bbl Hy>K4aeTecb, Kakas MOMOYb: 1eKapcTBa, aHKeTy - Mbl Yy4anum Bac 13
MOMOLLb, NeKapcTBa, annapatbl U no6asa Apyras obLLei Tabnuubl
annapatbl BaM opma nomotum

Heo6xoAUMbI

@oro:elements.envato.com
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Wh at iS N eXt? To build back better:

We need to build resilient, high
quality, inclusive and equitable
education systems

We need to protect education
funding

Blended learning culture - help to
practice inclusion online

We need targeted and
contextualized funding support

Local research needed

Capacity-building support - online
courses design and delivery for
NGOs and communities

Fundraising support and media
coverage

Support volunteering and
community-based programming
(CWG), community learning centers
- filling fearning gaps
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Thank you for your attention!

Albina Tortbayeva

atortbayeva@gmail.com
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COVID-19, Education Cirisis
and Youth Response:

Central Asia and West Africa -
same or different?

Albina Tortbayeva & Janet Kwakye

=" USAID YOUTHPZ%WER2

TS FROMTHEAMERICANPEOPLE . LEARNING AND EVALUATION

YouthPower2 Symposium

NOVEMBER 9-10, 2021

Straight from the Source:
Perspectives on Effective
Youth-Driven Programming

Symposium

WWW.YOUTHPOWER.ORG




