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COVID-19 Pandemic May Result in a Long-term Human 
Development Crisis in Central Asia (World Bank, 2020)



• In Central Asia region school closures have 
affected over 14 million learners exacerbated 
the learning deficiencies, impacted already 
marginalized groups, including students from 
socio-economically disadvantaged backgrounds, 
learners with disabilities and minorities.



Key educational challenges (pre-COVID):

• Input and resource-oriented approach, heavily centralized system

• Low learning quality (PISA) – 1,5 years behind EU peers, low 

functional literacy

• Learning poverty (KG students from poor families are 2,5 years 

behind their peers)

• Educational inequality (rural and urban difference - 2 years of 

study in KZ)

• Low funding - KZ spending at all level of education is 3.4% of its 

GDP vs OECD average (5.4%)

• Infrastructure issues; ICT tools and digital skills 

Nearly a third of Central Asia region's entire 
population is under fifteen years old
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UNESCO, 2021: Promoting technology-enabled education and skills 
development in rural and remote areas of Central Asia: issue note



Connect-ED conducted own 
research on digital inequality in 
Kazakhstan. They have found that 
more than 700K students need 
laptops and devices. 

60% of families struggle to pay 
internet costs and 48% can not buy 
equipment to connect to distance 
learning. 33% of children do not 
have basic digital skills.

Team helps children from 
low-income families, rural regions, 
with special needs.

Youth-led projects in education 
aimed at solving the pressing 
challenges in education sector in 
Kazakhstan

 

www.connect-ed.kz





Beyond Curriculum Project – team of young school students 
strives to make education accessible and available for all 



Volunteers, social 
media influencers led 
and supported 
projects such as 
komek2020.kz, 
helpcenter.life 
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What is next? To build back better:

• We need to build resilient, high 
quality, inclusive and equitable 
education systems

• We need to protect education 
funding 

• Blended learning culture - help to 
practice inclusion online

• We need targeted and 
contextualized funding support 

• Local research needed
• Capacity-building support - online 

courses design and delivery for 
NGOs and communities

• Fundraising support and media 
coverage

• Support volunteering and 
community-based programming 
(CWG), community learning centers 
- filling learning gaps



Thank you for your attention!

Albina Tortbayeva
atortbayeva@gmail.com
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