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Feed the Future’s Investment in Youth 



Global Food Security Act 

• July 2016 enactment of the Global Food Security Act (GFSA) of 2016 
• Passed with broad bipartisan majority 
• Institutionalized the Feed the Future approach to improving food 

security and nutrition 
• Required a whole-of-government, five-year Global Food Security 

Strategy for FY 2017-2021 
• Reflects learning and analysis from the beginning of Feed the Future 

and reflects changes in global context since initiative started  
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Youth Indicator 

• Percentage of participants in USG-
assisted programs designed to 
increase access to productive 
economic resources who are youth 
(15-29). 



Ignatius Ahumuza,  
Co-Founder and Executive Director,   
Art Planet Academy Organization 

 
 

  Patricia Gichinga,  
  Head of Production,  
  The Mediae Company 



Volume I: Project Design 

Top 5 Take-aways 
• Engage youth throughout the program cycle 
• Draw on youth specialists 
• Identify youth cohorts   
• Conduct a youth analysis 
• Apply PYD to ensure evidence-based design 

 



Volume II: Implementation 
Top 6 Take-aways 

• Identify appropriate value chain entry points 
• Align workforce training with both current 

and future market needs 
• Provide wrap around services 
• Take the supporting environment into 

account 
• Employ special considerations in conflict 

environments 
• Apply PYD throughout 

 

 



Exploring the Interactive Guide 
http://www.youthpower.org/bfs-ftf-design-guide  

http://www.youthpower.org/bfs-ftf-design-guide




Sneak Peak I: Youth Analysis Framework 

• Highlights major 
considerations for 
aligning youth segments 
with project purpose 

• Intended for USAID 
project designers  
(pre-solicitation) 



What is the potential youth 
segment(s) to be reached by the 

project? 

Youth Segmentation 

What are the goals & results of the 
project/ activity? Should the project 
adopt a youth-mainstreaming, or 

youth specific approach? 

Youth in the Agri-Food System: 
USAID Priorities 

To what extent is there an opportunity or 
demand for cross-sectoral collaboration? 

Cross-Sectoral Collaboration 
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What are the 
key assets, 
and agency 

that the 
differing youth 

cohorts 
possess? 

Assets and 
Agency 

What are the 
aspirations, 
behaviors, 

opportunities, 
and challenges 
of each youth 

cohort? 

Youth 
behaviors, 
perceptions, 
experiences 

How are different youth cohorts defined?  
What are the key characteristics, assets, and 

agency experienced by differing youth 
groups? 

Youth Segmentation 

What does youth participation in the agri-
food system/ value chains look like? How 
are youth decisions and behaviors in the 

agriculture system shaped by family, 
community, institutions, norms, and policy 

environment? 

Youth Participation in the  
Agri-Food System 

What are the 
existing country 

priorities and 
programs that the 
USAID project can 

build upon? 

Relationship to 
Country-Level 
Investments 

What opportunities/ 
threats to youth 
come from other 
sectors such as 

education, health, 
civic participation?   

Relationship 
to CDCS 

Award:    Activity-Level Youth Assessment 

To what extent is the 
project purpose and 
expected results in 
alignment with the 
characteristics and 

circumstances of the 
target youth 
segment(s)? 

Alignment 
Where are there 
opportunities for 

young 
males/females 
to upgrade or 
expand their 

participation in 
the agri-food 

system? 

Contribution 

How do 
household-
level norms 

and 
expectations 
affect youth’s 
participation 
in the agri-

food system? 

Household 
Dynamics 

What laws, policies, 
and customs govern 
youth access to the 

resources and 
productive assets 

necessary to 
succeed in 
agriculture?   

Policy & 
Enabling 
Environment 

Institutions, 
Communities, 
Peers 

Who are the different 
stakeholders influencing 

youth participation in 
agriculture? How do their 

norms (individual and 
communal) and beliefs 

govern young male/female 
participation in the  
agri-food system? 

Youth Barriers and Opportunities in the System 



Sneak Peak II: Youth and Agri-Food Systems 

• How does a positive youth 
development (PYD) lens apply to 
the agro-food system? 

• What are the salient youth 
considerations within the agro-
food system? 

 



Transferrable Skills 
(Youth Assets, Agency) 

Value Chain Entry 
Points (Contribution) 

Families, 
Communities, Peers 
(Youth Agency, 
Enabling 
Environment) 

Other Rules and 
Norms  

(Enabling 
Environment) 



How can I learn more? 

Download Volumes: 
• Youthpower.org/bfs-ftf-design-guide 
• Feedthefuture.gov 

USAID University  
• May 10th – Washington DC 
• May 14th – Bangkok 
• Check website for future dates 





Stay tuned! 
www.youthpower.org 
 
http://www.youthpower.org/bfs-ftf-design-guide 
 
http://www.youthpower.org/what-works-youth-and-
agriculture-food-security-and-nutrition  
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What can you do next? 

• Contribute to the Twitter stream  
and spread the message of 
#PositiveYouthDevelopment. 

 
• Join a YouthPower Community of Practice. 
 
• Visit the YouthPower Learning Hub  

at www.YouthPower.org and use the resources, best 
practices, and knowledge shared. 
 

• Send materials to post such as reports, studies, and 
other resources to us at info@youthpower.org.  
 

www.YouthPower.org 

http://www.youthpower.org/
mailto:info@youthpower.org


Thank you! 
Thank you for participating in this YouthPower Learning event . 

The recording of today’s event will be shared with all registrants. 
 

Please visit www.YouthPower.org for more. 
 

 
 

@YPLearning YouthPower Learning 

http://www.youthpower.org/
https://twitter.com/yplearning
https://www.facebook.com/YouthPowerLearning
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