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Peers provide validation and 
help youth learn and apply 
social skills. These relationships 
usually exist within formal or 
informal groups. Peer groups 
provide social benefits for 
youth and create a learning 
environment, build a culture 
of taking positive risks, create 
a sense of belonging and allow 
for peer learning/mentoring/
role models.

Youth can become associated 
with groups and peers with 
negative influence (i.e. gangs, 
extremist groups, etc.). Though 
these groups provide youth 
with a sense of belonging, 
they model negative behavior 
and can further disenfranchise 
youth from their mainstream 
community. 

Community and value chain 
member’s negative perception 
of youth, expectations around 
youth’s roles and capabilities, 
and lack of willingness to 
engage can hinder their ability 
to acquire land, finance, and 
access to markets.

Not all education systems 
prepare youth with the skills 
to succeed in food systems 
(see Section 2.1). Some 
schools do not provide safe 
learning environments.

Community and value chain 
leaders may champion youth 
engagement in food systems. 
They may advocate for 
youth’s role and social capital, 
increasing access to land, 
markets, and resources. They 
can also be supportive as role 
models and mentors.

Attending school provides 
youth with foundational skills 
along with degrees/certificate/
etc. Though many youth are 
early school leavers, many seek 
and participate in Accelerated 
Education Programs and some 
return back to school. 

• Improve the quality of 
technical and vocational 
education and training 
(TVET) so that it is market 
relevant and offers job 
intermediation supports and 
services

• Support public and private 
accelerated education 
programs that build 
functional literacy/numeracy, 
market-relevant skills, and 
soft skills for out-of-school 
youth

• Integrate soft skills 
development, agriculture 
education, work readiness, 
and/or safe schools 
approaches into the formal 
secondary education system

• Engage youth through 
group-based activities 
(savings and lending 
groups, youth centered ag 
associations, learning groups, 
after school groups, faith-
based organizations, etc.)

• Promote youth leadership 
opportunities that challenge 
socio-cultural norms about 
the role of men and women 
in agriculture

• Support community based 
organizations (banks, 
business, etc.) to engage with 
youth

• Support value chain actors 
to build skills/ knowledge to 
effectively engage with youth

• Support youth’s development 
of social capital with other 
value chain actors 

• Media campaigns that 
promote positive aspects of 
youth involvement
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